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The countdown continues; only 23 weeks to the concert
and only 5 weeks to the first of our Workshops (for more details of which read on and see the table attached to this newsletter).
PERFORMERS
Choir
We now have 699 singers signed up for the concert and more are expected. Will we break 700?

We can still accept late entries, up to the end of August. If you know of anyone who would like to add their name to the list, then send to John Jefkins (contact details below) their voice part, £12 capitation fee and £10 to buy a score if they need one.
Orchestra
Our old friends the Westminster Philharmonic Orchestra are on board and looking forward to getting their teeth, or at least their hands and mouths, into this exciting work.
Brass Bands
We are delighted that the Hertfordshire County Youth Brass have agreed to join us to provide the four brass bands which play such an important role from various points around the hall.
Tenor Soloist

You will have to wait for the next newsletter to find out who will be singing this beautiful movement.
Conductor

Derek Harrison is known to many of you from the past performances of the Joint Herts Choirs. We are very fortunate to have him as our Conductor and Mentor once again.

COMMISSIONED WORK
Daniel Basford, our young Hertfordshire composer has completed the manuscript of the fanfare which will be premiered as the opening item of our concert. If his working title “Blast” is any indication of what he will be doing with the massive orchestral resources at his disposal, then we can look forward to an explosive few minutes.

We are indebted to the Britten-Pears Foundation for their generous grant towards this new work and to Karen Goulding for all her hard work in obtaining this grant.
WEBSITE

Don’t forget you can visit our website to check on anything to do with the concert. All the Newsletters are on it if you want to look up back numbers.
www.jointhertschoirs.org.uk
TICKETS  
We expect tickets to go on sale early in June. 
RAH Box Office: Open 9.00 am to 9.00 pm every day.
Tel: 020 7859 8212 Online: www.royalalberthall.com
Prices are:-
Grand Tier Boxes 
£30  
Loggia Boxes 

£30  
2nd Tier Boxes 

£25  
Stalls  


£30  
Front Arena 

£25  
Rear Arena 

£21  
Front Circle

£18 
Rear Circle

£14  
Restricted View

£8
This is really excellent value for such an exciting evening! And remember, apart from the immense satisfaction to be gained from singing to a full Hall, every ticket sold means more money raised for our charity, the British Council for Prevention of Blindness.  

MUSIC
All choirs should now have received from Jane Apling their initial order of music, and also an email from our Treasurer Keith Wilson asking for payment for the scores. If you have not yet sent off your cheque please do so as quickly as possible because we have already had to pay the publishers. 

Any orders for additional scores should be sent to John Jefkins. 
CONDUCTOR’S DIRECTIONS

This work cannot normally be performed exactly as written, if only because the poor altos would have hardly anything to do!! So it is necessary to give directions to the altos as to which part they should sing and this may vary between tenor and soprano. There will also be other places where Derek wants to add to or vary the markings.

So Derek has produced some sheets of his detailed requirements and has sent these to the conductors of those choirs which are rehearsing the work. They will then pass this information on to their singers. 

If you are one of those individuals whose own choir is not rehearsing you must go to rehearse with another choir or you will not have the directions. Your choir contact has been told which of those choirs would welcome you to their rehearsals and should be agreeing a choice with you and then contacting John Jefkins for details of the particular venue and who to contact in the host choir. 
PUBLICITY

Graham Poole has taken on the task of initiating and coordinating this. He is preparing a pack of publicity material which will be sent out to all the choirs later in the summer, to be used in the ways you think best. This pack will include posters and handbills and a press release. 

We need the maximum amount of coverage throughout the county and beyond its borders, both through display and the media, in order to attract the maximum audience.

T – SHIRTS
We are currently developing a design and will shortly be able to let you know details and price. 
SPONSORSHIP and ADVERTISING
This can be a significant fund-raiser but we need your help. If your choir can encourage any organisations or individuals to sponsor the concert in return for an acknowledgement in the programme please do so. Any contribution, large or small will be gratefully received as it will all boost the sum we can pass to our charity.
For Sponsors liaise with Diana Salthouse (details below).

We need to sell lots of advertising space in the programme, so that it can be produced at no net cost. The charge is £250 for an A4 page, £150 for ½ page and £85 for ¼ page. 
For advertisers please liaise with Graham Poole, tel:- 01462  432541, 
or email:-  graham@gapoole.fsnet.co.uk
WORKSHOPS

The two Workshops which are being held on June 30 and July 14 will give an introduction to the work and a run-through of some of the music.  Our guest at both of these will be Adrian Brown, a leading expert on Berlioz, who will give an entertaining and instructive background to the work before Derek takes us through some of the movements.  Attendance at the Workshops is not compulsory, but this is an opportunity for us to meet each other and to start to find out about the music.  

Please see the attached sheet for full details of when and where you should attend. 

Please try to attend the allocated Workshop as this will keep the numbers balanced, but there is some spare capacity, so if you have to change you will be able to do so, subject to our checking the numbers.
REHEARSALS

There will be three Regional Rehearsals and we expect every singer to attend at least one of them.  Again, it is expected that choirs will attend the rehearsal in their area. Please see the attached sheet for full details of when and where you should attend. It will be possible for individuals to attend a different rehearsal if they are not available on the suggested date or wish to attend more than one. 

Saturday, 15th September 2007, 2.00–5.30 pm at Hitchin Boys’ School

Sunday, 16th September 2007, 2.00–5.30 pm at     Ware Drill Hall

Saturday, 22nd September 2007, 2.00–5.30 pm at St. Clement Danes School, Chorleywood

FULL REHEARSAL WITH ORCHESTRA

Everyone will be expected to attend this rehearsal. 
Sunday, 28th October 2007, 2.00–5.30 pm at     Harlow Sports Centre

The brass bands will also rehearse from 9.30 to 12.30
SUNDAY 4 NOVEMBER 2007, Royal Albert Hall
(Brass bands rehearse 12.00 to 1.30)                        

Final Rehearsal 2.00 to 5.00.                                        

 (Please arrive in good time to find your dressing room and start being seated at 1.30).  

CONCERT STARTS 7.30 PM.    ENJOY!!!                               
WORKSHOPS AND REHEARSALS

The two Workshops and three Regional Rehearsals have been located to minimise the distances people have to travel. However, as the halls set limits on the number of occupants, we need to ensure that these limits are not exceeded. This is particularly the case at Ware and Hitchin. Having considered the number of participants from each choir, and the locations of the choirs, we have allocated you to particular venues as given in the tables below. You should, if at all possible, attend at the venue allocated to you.

WORKSHOPS
These are not compulsory but are strongly recommended. Will choir contacts please email John Jefkins with the number attending from their choir by 23 June so we know how much spare room there is for people who want to change venues. At the same time also please give the number of your members who want to change to the other venue. He will confirm whether the change can be accommodated.
	DATE
	TIME
	LOCATION
	PARKING
	CHOIRS

	Saturday 30 June 2007 
	11.00 am to 4.30 pm

 
	Ware Drill Hall,

Amwell End, 

Ware  SG12 9HP
	There is a nearby pay and display car park but this will be limited on a Saturday morning, so you are encouraged to share transport wherever possible.

	Bishops Stortford Choral Society

Hertford Choral Society

QC Chamber Choir

Stevenage Choral Society

Ware Choral Society

	Saturday 14 July 2007 
	11.00 am to 4.30 pm
	Royal Masonic School for Girls,

Chorleywood Road,

Rickmansworth  WD3 4HF
	There is plenty of parking in the signed school car park. Note that there is also a public paying car park in the school grounds.
	Barnet Choral Society

Chiltern Chamber Choir

Chipperfield Choral Society

Harpenden Choral Society

North Herts Guild of Singers

St. Albans Choral Society

The Chiltern Choir

Tring Choral Society

Watford Philharmonic Society

Welwyn Garden City Music Society


Singers should arrive 30 minutes before the start of the Workshop to give time to allocate seating. You should bring your music and also any water and hot drinks and food you may want for the whole day as there are no facilities in the halls.
REGIONAL REHEARSALS

It is compulsory for all singers to attend at least one of these. 

As we have three venues for the rehearsals there will be some spare room at all venues, so if anyone wishes to attend more than one rehearsal this will be possible. Again, will Choir Contacts please let John Jefkins know of any such people as early as possible., including their voice part so that we can arrange the seating to suit.
	DATE
	TIME
	LOCATION
	PARKING
	CHOIRS

	Saturday 15 September 2007
	2.00 pm to 5.30 pm
	Hitchin Boys School,

Grammar School Walk,
Hitchin  SG5 1JB
	Some parking on site and a pay and display car park nearby.
	Harpenden Choral Society

North Herts Guild of Singers

St. Albans Choral Society

Stevenage Choral Society

Welwyn Garden City Music Society *

	Sunday 16 September 2007
	2.00 pm to 5.30 pm
	Ware Drill Hall,

Amwell End,

Ware  SG12 9HP
	See under Workshops, but should be easier on a Sunday.
	Bishops Stortford Choral Society

Hertford Choral Society

QC Chamber Choir

Ware Choral Society

	Saturday 23 September 2007
	2.00 pm to 5.30 pm
	St Clement Danes School,

Chenies Road,
Chorleywood  WD3 6EW
	Parking on site and in a loop road opposite. If there are sporting functions other people will be parking in the school so shared transport  is advised.
	Barnet Choral Society

Chiltern Chamber Choir

Chipperfield Choral Society

The Chiltern Choir

Tring Choral Society

Watford Philharmonic Society

Welwyn Garden City Music Society *


* Please note that this choir could attend either venue, or divide between them; please advise John Jefkins which you prefer.

Singers should arrive 30 minutes before the start of the Workshop to give time to allocate seating. Please remember to bring your music and any water or drink you may want to have in the interval.






Any questions, comments or suggestions?  

Please contact John Jefkins (01494 874507 or e-mail johnjefkins@tiscali.co.uk) or

Diana Salthouse (01992 554115 or e-mail dianasalthouse@hotmail.com)


